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Map of Japan and the World　

�e Yufuku Aesthetic and Collect 2010

Situated in the heart of Tokyo, Yufuku Gallery represents Japanese and 
international artists whose artworks de�ne space itself.  Placing emphasis 
on elegant displays in contemporary ceramics, metalwork, glass and lacquer, 
Yufuku’s artists, wielding traditional techniques enhanced by triumphs in 
both innovation and imagination, push the boundaries of their mediums to 
brave new heights. 

Since our inception in 1993, Yufuku has held critically acclaimed exhibitions
in contemporary applied art in both Japan and abroad. 2010 �nds our gallery 
organising exhibitions in such destinations as Heidelberg and New York City, 
among others, as well as participating for the 3rd time at the Collect Art Fair 
in London’s prestigious Saatchi Gallery. Building on the success of our 
sold-out shows in both 2008 and 2009, we have decided to expand the size 
of our stand for Collect 2010, now becoming one of the largest exhibitors at 
the exhibition. Simultaneously, we have vastly expanded our range of artists, 
featuring new work by modern-day masters such as ceramist Akihiro Maeta, 
and including a new generation of artists such as Rikie Shojiguchi in glass 
and the metalwork of Ryota Nishikata. 

We sincerely hope these beautiful works will become a part of your daily life, 
and truly look forward to greeting you in London this May. 

　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　Tom M. Aoyama
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　Owner, Yufuku Gallery
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　May 2010
 

Yufuku Artists Exhibited at Collect 2010 (in order of appearance)

Shigekazu Nagae  長江重和
Slip-Cast White Porcelain
Born 1953. Lives and works in Seto.

Takahiro Yede  家出隆浩
‘Woven’ Metalwork
Born 1962. Lives and works in 
Musashi-Ranzan, Saitama.

Sueharu Fukami   深見陶治
Porcelain with Celadon Glaze
Born 1947. Lives and works in Kyoto.

Masahiko Ichino   市野雅彦
Tamba Stoneware
Born 1961. Lives and works in Tachikui, Tamba.
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Yukio Yoshita  𠮷田幸央
Kutani Enamelled Porcelain
Born 1960. Lives and works in Komatsu, Ishikawa. 

Akihiro Maeta  前田昭博
Faceted White Porcelain
Born 1954. Lives and works in Tottori.

Yeo Byong uk  呂棅旭
Rustic Stoneware
Born 1969. Lives and works in Seoul, Korea.

Ryota Nishikata  西片亮太
Hammered Metalwork
Born 1978. Lives and works in Tsubame, Niigata.
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Rikie Shojiguchi   小路口力恵
Blown Glass
Born 1972. Lives and works in Toyama.

Gaku Shakunaga  釋永 岳
Glazed Stoneware
Born 1978. Lives and works in Toyama.

Mutsumi Suzuki   鈴木睦美
Lacquer
B.1942 – D.2009. Lived and worked in Kyoto. 

Yufuku Gallery   酉福
A Division of East Meets West, Inc. 
Established 1993 in Minami-Aoyama, Tokyo. 
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Atsushi Takagaki  髙垣篤
Celadon with Scarlet Hues
Born 1946. Lives and works in Yokohama.

Naoki Takeyama  武山直樹
Cloisonné Enamelled Metalwork
Born 1974. Lives and works in Toyota, Aichi.

Ken Mihara  三原研
Sekki High-Fired Stoneware
Born 1958. Lives and works in Izumo.

Niyoko Ikuta  生田丹代子
Laminated Sheet Glass
Born 1953. Lives and works in Kyoto.
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ATSUSHI TAKAGAKI      
Tomorrow’s Celadon Today

髙垣篤

About the Artist
Originally conceived by imperial craftsmen for the delectation of kings and emperors, celadon is a 
legendary and historic form of glazed stoneware widely considered by critics and connoisseurs to 
be one of the great treasures of Chinese civilization. The artistry behind the notoriously difficult 
celadon glazing remains with us today in the likes of skilled contemporary artists such as Atsushi 
Takagaki (1946- ). Yet unlike the masters of old, Takagaki has rejuvenated the style with his 
many experiments into unlocking the mysteries of celadon glazing, allowing the artist to create 
sparkling yet subtle scarlet hues buried within serene seas of celadon green. 

Wielding original, asymmetrical forms that directly confront the almost mechanical execution of 
medieval celadon, the stature of Takagaki as a celadon artist has grown exponentially in the past 
several years, in part due to his receiving the Award of Excellence at the Asahi Ceramics 
Exhibition in 2005 and at the 2nd Kikuchi Biennale in 2007. Collect 2010 marks only the second 
time that the artist’s works are shown outside of Japan.
 
About the Works
For centuries, celadon was considered the most difficult of ceramic styles to master, in part due to 
the adversities imposed by the fickleness of celadon glaze. In fact, Takagaki makes approx. 80 
different batches of celadon glaze to use for a single piece, as the slightest variation in kiln and 
room temperatures, humidity or other factors will destroy the purity of the glaze and ruin an 
entire work. Celadon requires numerous coats of glaze that are applied with the utmost care, layer 
by layer. For this reason, different glazes are needed for different stages in glazing, and each coat 
must be perfectly balanced or else the subtle hues will be skewed. Takagaki’s Collect 2010 pieces 
are the culmination of his glazing techniques, in that he has invented an innovative new way to 
have two different coats of celadon glaze co-exist within a single piece - one glaze is traditional, 
while the other features hints of scarlet. This sublimely original glazing, combined with his 
minimal, angular forms, places Takagaki in a far different aesthetic plane than his contemporaries. 

Atsushi Takagaki 髙垣篤
Celadon with Scarlet Hues ‘Dawn Shadows’ (2010)

茜青瓷 ‒ 曙影
Stoneware, celadon glazes (two types)

H54 × W23 × D37cm

Atsushi Takagaki 髙垣篤
Celadon with Scarlet Hues ‘Dawn Shadows’ (2010)

茜青瓷 ‒ 曙影 
Stoneware, celadon glazes (two types)

H41 × W24 × D41cm
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